
How to Find Morningstar’s Methodology 
and Data Definitions in Morningstar DirectSM
OverviewThis manual explains how to find the following information:

gData definitions in the desktop version of Morningstar DirectSM

gData definitions in the next generation of Morningstar Direct
gMorningstar Methodology documentation explaining such metrics as the 

Morningstar Rating for Funds, Morningstar Analyst Rating, Morningstar 
Sustainability Rating, and more.

How do I find data point 
definitions in the 
desktop version of 
Morningstar Direct?

In the desktop version of Morningstar Direct, data point definitions can be found in two 
different places:

g the Help/Definitions page of the Home module, or

You can search 
for a data point

Click once on 
a data point’s 
name to read 
its definition

Note the page 
where Data 
Point definitions 
are found
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How to Find Morningstar’s Methodology and Data Definitions in Morningstar DirectSM How do I find data point definitions in 
g the grid view in the Local Databases, Global Databases, Workspace, or 
Performance Reporting modules, by right-clicking on a column’s header.

How do I find data 
point definitions in 
the next generation 
of Morningstar Direct?

To find data point definitions in the next generation of Morningstar Direct, simply 
right-click on a column’s header in the Grid View, and select Show Definition.


Right-click on a 
column’s header 
to access the 
definition for 
that data point

Right-click on a 
column’s header to 
access the definition 
for that data point
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Where can I find 
Morningstar 
Methodology 
documents?

Morningstar Methodology documents are always found in the next generation of 
Morningstar Direct. To access these, do the following:

 Note: You can login to the next generation of Morningstar Direct at 
https://direct.morningstar.com using the same credentials you use to access the desktop 
version of Morningstar Direct.

1. From the Home page, click the Publications link from the Research area.

2. Scroll down on the Publications page, then click once on Morningstar Methodology.

Click this 
option to see 
Morningstar’s 
methodology 
papers

Click once on 
this tile to access the 
methodology documents
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3. Click once on a title to open a methodology paper.

Click the 
name of any 
article to read it
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